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LABOUR FORCE SURVEY 
Principal results'!995 
For the first time, the coverage of the Community Labour Force Survey has been extended to fifteen countries, 
with the inclusion of the three new EU Member States Austria, Finland and Sweden. In spring 1995 the population 
of the Union was measured at 366 million people, taking into account only private households. At that date : 
-148 million had a job during the survey reference week, giving an employment rate of 49.3% forthe whole EU, 
with the lowest rate in Spain at 37% and the highest in Denmark at 60% 
-16% of people with jobs said that they worked part-time, 81 % of these part-time workers being women 
-14% of employees had a work-contract of limited duration (35% of employees in Spain) 
- 18 million people had no job but were available for work and looking for work, giving an unemployment rate of 
10.7% forthe whole EU, reaching 17% in Finland and 22.7% in Spain 
- 49% of unemployed persons had been looking for work for over a year, and the same proportion had not 
completed upper-secondary level education 
- 20% of unemployed persons were looking for their first job (the figure for Italy being over 50%). 
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Work status of persons aged of 15 years and more, EUR15 - 1995 
Persons in employment 
Total: 148.3 million 
% female: 41.5 
% < 25 years: 12.1 
Part-time job 
Total: 23.8 million 
% female: 80.7 
% < 25 years: 14.2 
Not available for 
full-t ime job 
Total: 16.3 million 
% female: 82.9 
% < 25 years: 13.7 
Available for 
full-t ime job 
Total: 4.4 mi/lion 
% female: 73 
% < 25 years: 20.4 
Full-time job 
Total: 124.4 million 
% female: 33.9 
% < 25 years: 11.7 
Self-employed 
Total: 19.8 million 
% female: 22.1 
% < 25 years: 32.5 
Family workers 
Total: 2.4 million 
% female: 65.9 
% < 25 years: 17.9 
Employees 
Total: 102.1 million 
% female: 35.5 
% < 25 years: 13.2 
Permanent job 
Total: 91.1 million 
% female: 35 
% < 25 years: 10 
Persons aged 15 years and over 
Total: 301 million 
% female: 51.9 
% < 25 years: 16.1 
Unemployed persons 
Total: 17.8 million 
% female: 49 
% < 25 years: 27.2 
Temporary job 
Total: 10.2 million 
% female: 39.6 
% < 25 years: 40.3 
Non-active persons 
Total: 134.9 million 
% female: 63.7 
% < 25 years: 19 
Unemployed 
less than 1 year 
Total: 9 million 
% female: 48.2 
% < 25 years: 31.8 
-► 
Searching for a 
full-time job 
Total: 7.1 million 
% female: 42.5 
% < 25 years: 32.5 
Searching for a 
Part-time job 
Total: 1.3 million 
% female: 79.9 
% < 25 years: 27.8 
Does not want 
to have work 
Total: 114.1 million 
% female: 64 
% < 25 years: 17.1 
Would like to have work 
but not seeking employment 
Total: 7.8 million 
% female: 66.5 
% < 25 years: 29.5 
Seeking employment 
but not available 
Total: 2 million 
% female: 57.2 
% < 25 years: 29.6 
Unemployed 
1 year or longer 
Total: 8.6 million 
% female: 49.9 
% < 25 years: 21.8 
-► 
- > 
Searching for a 
full-time job 
Total: 6.9 million 
% female: 45.9 
% < 25 years: 22.1 
Searching for a 
Part-time job 
Total: 1 million 
% female: 84 
% < 25 years: 14.5 
^ea 
eurostat 
In certain cases, because of non-response, the sum of sub-categories does not equal the total for that category. 
Activity by sex and age group, EUR15 -1995 
Unemployment 
3 1.5 
in % of total population 
15 3 
in % of total population 
4 5 
64.5% of j obs are in services 
In 1995 the services sector provided 54% of male 
employment and 79% of female employment in the EU. Only 
in this sector was employment equally distributed between 
men (49%) and women (51%). 
Agriculture, forestry and fishing account for only 5.3% of 
employment in the EU, although this proportion is still as high 
as 20% in Greece, 13% in Ireland and 12% in Portugal 
Part-time work on the increase 
The proportion of part-time workers in the EU is rising, 
although there are noticeable differences here between the 
Member States. Part-time working remains unusual in the 
southern countries, where it accounts for less than 10% of 
jobs, but this figures reaches 37% in the Netherlands. In the 
EU as a whole, part-time work is largely a preserve of women 
(31% of total female employment) and young people (19% 
of total youth employment). Two-thirds of the women working 
part-time said they did so voluntarily, compared with 
only one-third of the men. 
14% of employees have a fixed-term contract 
The proportion of employees with a work-contract of 
limited duration: 
- is particularly significant among young people (34.9% 
of young employees); often these contracts cover a 
training period; 
- forms a larger proportion of female employment 
(14.7%) than male (13.5%); 
- still accounts for less than 20% of total employment in 
every Member State except Spain (35%), where, 
despite the introduction of restrictions on the use of 
such contracts in 1994, the proportion of employees 
with a limited-term contract increased by 4% in 1995. 
Table 1 - Labour force survey 1995 - Males and females (1) 
Total population 
-1000 
Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 




- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration -
% 
Usual hours worked per week 
Unemployment 
- 1000 
-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
-with an attained educational 
level < than upper secondary (2) 
Total of non-actives 
- 1000 


































































































































































































































' " Provisional data 
121 Only for unemployed aged 25 to 59 eurostat 


































































































































































































































Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 




- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration -
% 
Usual hours worked per week 
Unemployment 
-1000 
-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
-with an attained educational 
level < than upper secondary (2) 
Total of non-actives 
- 1000 
- In education - % 
euroetat 
Table 2 - Labour force survey 1995 - Males (1) 
Total population 
-1000 
Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 




- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration -
% 
Usual hours worked per week 
Unemployment 
- 1000 
-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
-with an attained educational 
level < than upper secondary (2) 
Total of non-actives 
-1000 

































































































































































































































" ' Provisional data 
(2) Only for unemployed aged 25 to 59 eurostat 

































































































































































































































Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 




- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration -
% 
Usual hours worked per week 
Unemployment 
-1000 
-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
-with an attained educational 
level < than upper secondary (2) 
Total of non-actives 
-1000 
- In education - % 
uros tat 
Table 3 - Labour force survey 1995 - Females(1) 
Total population 
-1000 
Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 




- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration -
% 
Usual hours worked per week 
Unemployment 
- 1000 
-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
-with an attained educational 
level < than upper secondary (2) 
Total of non-actives 
-1000 

































































































































































































































" ' Provisional data 
'2I Only for unemployed aged 25 to 59 eurostat 
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Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 




- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration -
% 
Usual hours worked per week 
Unemployment 
-1000 
-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
-with an attained educational 
level < than upper secondary <2) 
Total of non-actives 
-1000 
- In education - % 
Table 4 - Labour force survey 1995 - Population aged under 25 years (1) 
Total population 
-1000 
Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 




- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration -
% 
Usual hours worked per week 
Unemployment 
-1000 
-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
Total of non-actives 
- 1000 

























































































































































































































1 Provisional data 
eurostat 
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Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 




- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration -
% 
Usual hours worked per week 
Unemployment 
-1000 
-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
Total of non-actives 
-1000 




The European Labour Force Survey was conducted in 
spring 1995 in the 15 Member States of the European 
Union in accordance with Council Regulation (EEC) No. 
3711/91 of 16 December 1991. For Austria the published 
results are for the first quarter of 1995. 
A detailed description of the sampling methods, the 
adjustment procedures, the definitions and the common 
Community coding currently used in the labour force 
survey is presented in the publication Labour Force Survey 
- Methods and definitions, 1992 series. 
Basic concepts and definitions 
All these definitions apply to persons aged 15 years and 
over, living in private households. The concepts and 
definitions used in the survey follow the guidelines of the 
International Labour Organisation. Persons carrying out 
obligatory military service are not included. 
The survey does not cover persons living in collective 
households such as hostels, halls of residence, medical 
care establishments, religious institutions, collective 
workers' accommodation, etc. About 4 million people are 
estimated to live in such institutions. 
Persons in employment are those who during the 
reference week did any work for pay or profit for at least 
one hour, or were not working but had jobs from which they 
were temporarily absent. Family workers are also included. 
Unemployed persons are those who, during the 
reference week : 
(a) had no employment, and 
(b) were available to start work within the next two weeks, 
and 
(c) had actively sought employment at some time during 
the previous four weeks. 
In addition, unemployed persons include those who had 
no employment and had already found a job to start later. 
Duration of unemployment is defined as: 
(a) the duration of search for a job, or 
(b) the length of the period since the last job was held (if 
this period is shorter than the duration of search fora job). 
The active population is defined as the sum of persons 
in employment and unemployed persons. 
Inactive persons are those who are not classified as 
persons in employment nor as unemployed persons. 
Employees are defined as persons who work for a public 
or private employer and who receive compensation in the 
form of wages, salaries, fees, gratuities, payment by 
results or payment in kind; non-conscript members of the 
armed forces are also included. 
Activity rates represent the labour force as a percentage 
of the population aged 15 years and over and living in 
private households. 
Employment rates represent persons in employment as 
a percentage of the population aged 15 years and over and 
living in private households. 
Unemployment rates represent unemployed persons as 
a percentage of the active population. 
EUROSTAT 
Directorate E: Social and Regional Statistics - Structural Plans 
For further information, contact: 
Ana Franco (352 4301 33209) 
Louise Corselli-Nordblad (352 4301 34088) 
Didier Lesnicki (352 4301 34086) 
Antonio Marco (352 4301 33831) 
